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A by-election for the Rouse of Councillors was held in Wakayama Prefecture

on JUne 3, 1954. Ths two principals Lithe contest were ece-adadral Klithisahure
IOWA, a conservative, and Kahachiro SUZUKI, en-head of the Wakayama:Branch
of the Teachers' Base. Jr. NOMURA won in a small landslide obtaining 254,1g5
Tots. to his SociaList-backed opponeat's 127,851. Ike issues of the campaign
were tlearcut. Jr. NOMURA advocated rearmament end a revision of the consti-
tution. Mr. SUZUKI vigorouslyoppesed these policies. Most observers attri-
buted Mr. NOMURA's victeryte his _insane popularity-with the Wakeyama elect-
orate and to the fact thatitr. SUZUKI was 'pear aided in the campalen by the
Castaists who are viemdwith considerable suspicion by the preponderantly
eonservatire-minded Nava= electorate. Interestingly enough, there was
little indication, fram those with whom the reporting officer talked, that
Mr. NOMURA's victory pointed to a strong support for rearmament initaloarusa
Prefecture. It was noted that individuals are more important than issues in
Wakayama politics and that it was p!7Tectly possible for a voter to be against
rearmament and for Mr. NOMURA. These observers attached little national
significance to NOMURA's victory other than to suggest that it phased him in
a strategic position to accept the leadership of any new conservative political
movement that might develop.

Mestuiss
The election contest between Jr. NOMURA and Mr. SUZUKI was followed with

interest by most of the newspapers in this area. Mi. NOMURA, ez-Ambassador to
the United States, em-ForeignMinister, and er.admiral was, of course, the big
droning card. In comparison, Mr. SUZUKI was given relativelylittle play in
the press. Originally there were three candidates entered in the election,
Mr. NOMURA, Mr. SUZUKI, and Mr. Tames BANJO, a mentor of the Japanese Cancomist
Party. Mr. SANJO, while a candidate, spent most of his time campaigning for
Jr. SUZUKI. He finalijridthdrew his name and concentrated all his efforts in
Mr. SUZUKI's behalf. According to‘ some observers, many -voters suspicioned
that "a deal" had been arranged liet_wema Jr. SUZUKI and Mr. BANJO and were there-

	  forersluctant-to_mmort SUZUKI Mr fear he had oome under the control of
the Consauticiti.:-.1iiiitharliitorwaisliiiiiFif-Brtltn:-SUZULD:57==,

	  chances was the Asehigaoka Junior High School case in Kyoto.
Moat Wakayama
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F
rost Wilma voters were highly erit	 ofical the actions of the Teachers'
Union in Kyoto end believed that Mr. SUZUKI, being the an-head of the Toachan-,:-]
Union in Wakayama and receiving the open support of the Comenniets, would
concert with the Camonists to provoke a similar Incident in Wakayama. The
decisive elesent in the election, however, was Kr. NOKURA's tremendous
popolar—ity with the electorate. Running in a traditionally oonserrative
area as a native son and being a national/Ippon/meat figure, his victory via
almost assured from the beginning despite the fact he was advocating rearmament
policies which reportedly did not meet the approval of a majority of voters.
In a reeent visit to Wakayama, the reporting officer asked about this ecasulat
insongruons circumetanee and was told that voters in the/fa/ogees. area place
more importance upon who the candidate is then upon the policies he advocates.

--This -fact .has a direct 4,144onshif to what is known as the *political
conseioueness o of the voter. Th. sere opOlitisialliscascieds" be-i. the acre
aware he SOCEINI of policies and lASUSS in a campaign. It 	 pointed out
that over	 of 	 potential voters 131We/owes Prefecture are farmers.
They are traditionsAirconservative in polities aid are generally considered
to have s rather ion level of *political oonscdeueness". It ems explained that
conservatism pradoadnates in Wakeyema Prefecture because of poor transportation
and emeaunication facilities and theme:stances terrain which all combine to
erect obstacles te the infusion of new political ideas and concepts. This
conservatism is a stable factor in Prefectural politics and can generally be
scooted an to give victory to the candidate who evolves it. -

The campaign in Wakayama resolved the attention of the national party
leaders in both the conservative and socialist camps. At one time or another
the following conservatives were noted working for Mr. NOMURA., Kamimbiro
TAKAGI/CHI, Hideo BD, Koichi SEM and Koichi TABUCHI of the Liberal Party and
Mr. MICA and President SHIGECTSU of the Progressive Party. In addition,
assistance was received from such Rightist organisations as mbiko (Civil
Defense Association), the	 (em-Army officers' arm-tilt-ion) and the

•	 Snikoehe (en-Navy ioersr organization). Kr. SUZUKI, for his part, received
the backing of the two Socialist Parties, the Japanese Communist Party, Sohyo,
the Teachers' Union, and other minor unions. President SUZUKI of the Left
Socialist Party end President KAWAKAMI of the Bight Socialist Party aid severe/
of their lieutenants reportedly campaigned on. Mr. SUZUKI'. behalf. Even with
this apparent proloadnanos of labor support, Mr. SUZUKI, nevertheless, lost
a member of labor votes because of the outstanding record and reputation of
his opponent.

Very few ohm-Corm attached nationalsiplificance to the °oboes), of this
election. As Wakayama is traditionally conservative it was thought that any
reasonahlywall-known conservative figure could have won in a contest with the
Socialists or Communists. The margin of victor7-would probably not have been
as great as IICKURAl s, but it would have been a comfortable margin. The only
real issue that of rearmament, was really-no issue at 411, as most people who
opposed rearmament were apparently content te overlook this difference with

4.. 4..+h 	 deep respect and addiction for him. Frequent

4.......====.111•1111•11ONI

rumors -6Si iiiiiii-hiiid-theeNCKURKVIrlead-&-_new-reorgsa444_senserrctire____
movement, but the ex-admiral apparently gave no clue to his fiiila 	 -I	
	 tter during the campaign.
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ratted as of possible interest. Item. given to the reporting officer by

-
The enclosed statistical analysis of the election revolts Is trane- ----]

,

Kr. Tokugoro Karma, Chairmen of the Wakayama Prefectural Election Control
Committee. It is Interesting to note in looking at the statistic. that
nerd voters outnumbereinaban voters. This is mogul inmost cases and
particularly so in Wakayama where it is often very difficult ter framers to
get to the polling booth. Rural interest in this election can he sogained
by the hat that the Prefecture]. Eleotion Control Committee offered rewards
to farmers who voted. The Committee also hired an airplane to drop leaflets
in the farming area. urging femme to vote. The rapids eonsistmi of various

rly criticised by the 	 who claimed that the,Qmmeittelawa, gaikkr:,—„,
kinds of kitchen utensils. The action of the Coand/tes in this regard was
bitte 

	 46=aminsrathwatin.	 ,

of playing partisan polities. The COmmittee retorted that it was its reopen-
sibiLi4r to get peoge to vote and that because of the planting season, armers
had, to be reminied of the importance of casting their ballot. The Comisittee
made no mention of offering gifts to farmers but it was learned that consider-
able quantities of pots and pans were dispensed to farmers at the polling
booths - at the tax mere expense.

,Ammtd.
Mr. IONDEAl s victory was expooted-by soot competent political observers.

While a Along proponent of rearamment, his victory in Wakayama does not
neomeardlymean that the sajwityof people there approve of Japanese re-
areament. ..Predominant sentiment seems to be against rearmament, the:waling
being that Japan is capable of only United rearmament and under sub circums-
tances and in view of the present international situation such limited effort
would serve no practical purpose. It is doubtfUl that NARA's victory carried
much significance for national politics in terms of possible trends, etc. Els
triumph was oompouded of purely-local factors with the OnA issue of national
import, rearmament, having very little effect pon be o •me of the election.
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